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• 90 million of speakers all over the world



•• VietViet--MuongMuong linguisticlinguistic group, group, MônMôn--KhmerKhmer

branchbranch, , AustroAustro--AsianAsian familyfamily

•• a tonal a tonal tonguetongue (6 (6 tonestones :: a  a á à ả ã ạ á à ả ã ạ ))

•• type : type : analyticanalytic

•• monosyllabicmonosyllabic

•• dextrogyre dextrogyre syntacticsyntactic structurestructure
•• historicallyhistorically : (: (AndrAndréé-- GeorgesGeorges HaudricourtHaudricourt) :) :

OriginOrigin : : MônMôn--KhmerKhmer, , 
ChineseChinese influence : influence : ideographicideographic scripturescripture andand lexiconlexicon
Colonial impact : Roman alphabet, Colonial impact : Roman alphabet, lexicon,lexicon, grammargrammar



Words invariability

Positional syntax

Combinatory constraints



Examples : 

• Sao(int.pron.) không (neg.) bảo(v.) nó(pers. pron.) ñến (v.)? 

Why don’t you inform me that he comes ?

• Sao bảo nó không ñến ?Why are you telling that he 

will not come ? 

• Sao ñến nó không bảo ? Why did he come without 

telling us ?

• Bảo nó ñến không sao : No matter if you tell him to 

come.

• etc...



Two main types of lexical unit

Simple words : monosyllabic. Ex : ñi (to go)

Complex words

Reduplication words
(phonetic reduplication)

Compound words
(semantic coordination or subordination)

Ex. : ðo ñỏ (a little bit red) Ex. : nhà cửa (houses),
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1. The initiation module to 
learn vietnamese language
(vietnamese courses, INALCO)

2. Three texts from the electronic
newspapers



A dozen of vietnamese writing systems
(unicode, VPS, VNI, ABC, …)

Normalize the system for NooJ by transcoding
dictionaries and textual data to uniformize them



• Tagging vietnamese

Lack of determined grammatical categories

Ph.D. Thesis of
Nguyễn Thị Minh Huyền (Loria – France)
Lexicalized Tree Adjoining Grammar formalism

Tagset built : 1./ ACRONYM, 2./ QUALIFIER, 
3./ ADVERB, 4./ ADVERBIAL LOCUTION, 

5./ AFFIX, 6./ APPELLATIVE, 7./ CLASSIFIER, 8./ SPECIFICATIVE,

9./ CONJONCTION, 10./ TOOL WORD, 11./ POST-VERB,

12./ NOUN, 13./VERB.



Category Sub category



• A general dictionary including the integrality of tagged

terms with 1061 entries ;

• An economic dictionary with 818 locutional entries. 

(tagged as syntagmatic locutions) ;

• A dictionary of Vietnam’s provincial names with 64 entries ;

• An exhaustive dictionary of vietnamese family names with 137 

entrées;

• A thematic dictionary about Information Technologies containing

424 entries.

• A dictionary of appellatives (personal pronouns)with 49 entries ;

• A dictionary of specificatives (subclasses of classifiers)

comprenant 143 entrées.





• A number syntactic grammar with 3 graphes 

for numeric values from 0 to 999 999 ;

• a graph for the nominal syntagm ;

• A dates graph;

• A syntactic graph for vietnamese question structures ; 

(open and closed questions, emphatic)  ;

• A graph for compound verbs .



Question structure graph

Compound verb graph
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Didactic : teaching vietnamese for beginners
(morphological and lexical parsing)

Content analysis for literacy studies and traductology



…Thank you for your attention


