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Romani is an Indo-Aryan language that is exclusively spoken outside the Indian subcontinent. Until quite recently it has not existed in a written form and it has been passed on to the next generation orally within the family. The term Romani refers to a heterogeneous cluster of language varieties (or dialects) that share a lexical and grammatical core. There is no form of Romani that is accepted as a standard variety by all Romani speakers and therefore prescriptive norms – if existent at all – have value only for the respective individual speech communities. With respect to language functions, Romani until quite recently was exclusively used as an intimate variety in informal domains. These linguistic and sociolinguistic traits of Romani are directly related to the history of the Roma in Europe, which is characterised by persecution, discrimination and marginalisation of Roma in all areas of public life. The socio-political situation of Roma as a people that due to continuous persecution and stigmatisation could not gain any political, economic or territorial power, explains the status of Romani today as a functionally restricted, non-territorial minority language without any form of a standard variety.

However, the last decades saw a number of substantial changes with respect to the status and the usage of Romani in Europe. While Romani language use in everyday communication has declined in the last decades in many Roma speech communities, the status of Romani as a language has changed from that of a rather unknown functionally restricted language variety to that of an officially recognized European minority language. Legal instruments for the recognition of Romani as an official minority language are national laws in the respective European countries as well as pan-European treaties such as the „European Charta for Regional and Minority languages” and the „Framework Convention for the Protection of Regional Minorities”. The officialisation of Romani is accompanied by initiatives to codify and standardise Romani as well as to implement it in different areas of modern life, such as politics, administration, media and education. In my presentation I will illustrate the implementation of Romani in different areas of modern life on the basis of examples form different European countries. Furthermore, the sociolinguistic situation of Romani in East-Central Europe will be discussed in light of the ratification of the „European Charta for Regional and Minority languages”.

