Re-thinking multilingualism and human diversity in Europe – Critical reflections from empirical research on oral, written and signed communication

A többnyelvűség és emberi sokféleség újragondolása Európában – Kritikai észrevételek a szóbeli, írásbeli és jelnyelvi kommunikáció empirikus kutatása alapján

Sangeeta Bagga-Gupta

Örebo University, Sweden
My plenary lecture will have a multidisciplinary and multi-field focus. The empirical focus is ethnographic and displays an interest in everyday life and social practices that can be characterised by the use of more than one language code, modality or register. Policy discourse in the area of multilingualism and human diversity within the European framework of the one-school-for-all will also be attended to. The analysis of situated mundane communication – oral, written and signed – represents an interest in language in terms of intersectionally negotiated and meaning making semantic processes that can be distinguished from the following dominant perspectives on multilingualism and human diversity: linguistic, psychological, sociological, demographic and special educational approaches. The parallel focus upon ideologies in policies represents an interest in understanding how human complexities are attended to in present day societies in Europe. 

Empirical findings from traditionally segregated fields of (language) study – like Bilingualism, Literacy Studies, Deaf education and diversity contexts, etc – will be juxtaposed. My plenary lecture will also raise concerns regarding established concepts like “code-switching” and “bi/multilingualism” and suggest concepts more appropriate to meet the complexities inherent in human communication. Concepts like “chaining” and “languaging” from ongoing and concluded research projects at the Research group KKOM-DS, Communication, Culture & Diversity – Deaf Studies at Örebro University, Sweden will be presented. Policy related and didactical implications for (i) learning and instruction inside and outside schools generally and (ii) the organization of education for linguistic diversity (including the Deaf) in Europe will be raised. My plenary talk will argue that focusing social practices inside and outside schools – what is communicated and the ways in which communication occurs – challenges the dominant monolingual and monological perspectives on human languages and identities.
