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Linguistic diversity is generally conceived of as a constituent characteristic of Europe’s identity. However, some languages play a more important role in the European public and political discourse on “celebrating linguistic diversity” than other languages. The constellation of languages in Europe actually functions as a descending hierarchy of English as lingua franca for transnational communication, the national or “official state” languages of European countries, regional minority languages and immigrant minority languages across Europe. Whereas the national languages of Europe are celebrated most at the EU level, with English increasingly on top, regional minority languages are celebrated less and immigrant minority languages least.

Against the background of ongoing processes of globalisation and international migration, inclusive perspectives will be offered on the constellation of all of these languages as part of Europe’s identity. The focus of the talk will be on phenomenological, demolinguistic and educational perspectives in dealing with both regional minority and immigrant minority languages across European nation-states. The following topics will be discussed:

European and American discourses on diversity

· The States of United Europe vs. the United States of America

· Comparative analyses of European and non-European countries of immigration

· Discourses and data on diversity

· Complementary approaches and paradigms in both contexts

The European constellation of languages

· Prototypical actors for language transmission in the private and public domain

· The linkage between language, identity and nation-state

· The concepts of regional minority languages and immigrant minority languages

· Effects of globalisation for multilingualism in Europe

· Paradoxes in the European vs. national public and political discourse on linguistic diversity

Mapping diversity in multicultural Europe and beyond

· Criteria and criterion effects for the definition and identification of population groups in multicultural societies

· Types of statistics and data bases: census data, register data and survey data

· Mapping diversity in non-European English-dominant countries

· Mapping diversity in European Union countries

· Home language surveys at the national and cross-national level: distribution and vitality of immigrant minority languages

Dealing with plurilingualism in education

· Moving away from a monolingual mindset

· European institutions as agents of plurilingualism

· Attitudes of European citizens towards plurilingualism

· Experiences with bilingual education for immigrant minority children

· Beyond integration: the enhancement of trilingual education for all children

